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JT’S PARENT – WEEKLY UPDATE 

 

 

     April 13, 2020 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Students, 

 

Happy Easter to all of you! I hope you had a wonderful long weekend in the sunshine. I am so thankful 

for the glorious, spring weather we have been having during this strange time. Gardening is filling up 

much of my spare time, and many of you have said that you are doing the same! 

 

We are beginning Week #2 of our Remote Learning opportunities for students, and teachers should have 

communicated their learning plan to you over the weekend or today. Please continue to let staff and 

myself know what works best for you and your family, and do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 

suggestions or concerns about how to support your child's learning moving forward. We are most 

definitely learning together. 

 

Many of you are eager to pick up paper learning materials from the school as prepared by teachers. The 

District is very close to having our Pick-up and Drop-off Protocols established. We have been 

consulting with local health officials to create these protocols. I am hopeful that parents will be able to 

pick up materials by mid-week - I will send another message once the District plan has been finalised 

and we can put together our school plan for pick-up.  

Here are a few more details to share: 

 

 JT - 2020 Egg Drop Challenge - We are putting out a challenge to all our fellow JT students 

interested in being creative and testing their problem solving skills in the lead up to Earth Day 

(poster attached). Participants must create a structure, using recycled materials only, that will allow a 
raw egg to be dropped from a height of about 4 meters and land without breaking the egg. The 
structure must fall or float freely without any attachments to the ground or the structure from which it’s 
dropped.  Please choose a safe drop site. 

                To enter the challenge: 

Submit either a short video or up to 5 pictures of your entry: remember to include a before and after 
picture of your structure and any action shots of your fun time! Please email your entry to your 
classroom teacher and Ms. Gunn by Wednesday, April 22 – Earth Day 

 School Salmon release - Grade 4 classes came together to learn more about the Salmon life 

cycle and raised salmon fry from eggs over the past couple of months. I'm happy to share with 

you that Madame Denise and her daughter safely released our salmon fry into Lang Creek this 

past weekend. Photos to follow! 
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 Storytime with Mrs. Mackenzie - If any of you have seen Mrs. Ruth Mackenzie's fabulous 

Storytime with Mrs. Mackenzie on Facebook, she has moved onto the world of Youtube and was 

willing to share her stories with the whole JT student community, in addition to the students in 

her class. If you have a child missing class storytime, visit https://youtu.be/Hen8HnCGK3k 

 Let's Get Writing - James Thomson staff would love to receive a letter or letters written by 

students. Many have included letter writing in their weekly choice boards. If your child would 

like to write a letter to myself, a teacher, Mrs. McDonald, or anyone that they have connection to 

at school, please encourage them to write to us! We are missing interacting with them, and 

connection is something so important for all of us right now. We will write back! Letters can be 

physically dropped off once our Pick up and Drop off protocols have been established, but you 

can always scan and email a letter if you have the technology to do so. 

 Essential Worker Childcare (EWC) facilities - James Thomson has been designated as one of 

the childcare facilities for the children of essential workers, locally. We offered childcare to several JT 

students whose parents are Tier 1 - health care workers this past week. Westview Elementary and 

Edgehill Elementary are additional sites for the District. We are happy to do our part in helping these 

workers do their essential work for the community. 

Other food literacy and food security items to share are the "Learning at Home with Food" guide (poster 

attached) from Vanessa Sparrow, SD47's Food Literacy program coordinator, and from the LIFT society 

information on food sources in the community (poster attached). If your family is experiencing any food 

security issues, please let me know and I am happy to help facilitate community and District support in 

any way that I can. We will continue to receive fresh vegetables and fruit from the BC food growers 

program, and we will let families know when we receive our next shipment. We will endeavour to 

distribute this food to JT families. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. Enjoy this holiday Monday! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lisa Gunn 

Principal 
 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Hen8HnCGK3k

